


When Where 
Born Died Event Category Location 
1722— 1722 Births & baptisms Fowey. Comwall, England 


1709— 1709 Births & baptisms ‘Norn Petenwin, Comwall, 


England 
1714— 1714 Births & baptisms — Comwall, 
1714— 1714 Births & baptisms sli alll Comwall, 
1724— 1724 Births & baptisms petri Cornwall, 
1729— 1729 Births & baptisms Lawhitton, Comwall, England 


— 17231723 Deaths & burials Comwalll, England 


— 18291829 Deaths & burials + Comwalll, England 


Falmouth, Falmouth Union, 


= = TS ese ‘Comwall, England 





More information about record 834782 in the Burials database 


Day Month 


14-Jan 
1710 
Fowey 
John 
STEP 


son of John, Junr, Mariner 
8Ts 
Kay Woodhouse 


Please DO NOT link to indvidual records, as the numbers change when corrections are uploaded. 
If you are unable to find a record, please contact the relevant OPC. 





More information about record 1146144 in the Baptisms database 


Day Month 03-Jun 
Year 1717 
Parish Or Reg District Fowey 
Forename John 
Surname STEPP 
Sex son 
Father Forename John 
Mother Forename Elizabeth 


‘Transcriber Notes 81s 
Transcriber Kay Woodhouse 


More information about record 1146113 in the Baptisms database 


Day Month 25-Mar 
Year 1719 
Parish Or Reg District Fowey 
Forename Thomas 
Surname STEPP 
Sex daughter 
Father Forename Jno: 
Mother Forename Eliza 


‘Transcriber Kay Woodhouse 


More information about record 1146237 in the Baptisms database 


Day Month 24-Oct 
Year 1720 

Parish Or Reg District Fowey 
Forename Wm 


Transcriber Notes §Ts 
Transcriber Kay Woodhouse 


Please DO NOT link to indvidual records, as the numbers change when corrections are uploaded. 


Mors 





Day Month 
Year 


formation about record 1146264 in the Baptisms database 


Jul 
1722 
Fowey 
Richard 
STEPP 
son 
Jno, Mr 


Ts, No Mother Forename 
Kay Woodhouse 


More information about record 825084 in the Burials database 


Day Month = 13-Nov 

Year 1724 
Parish Or Reg District Fowey 
Forename Richd 

Surname STEPP 


Notes Son of John, Mr 
‘Transcriber Notes 81s 
Transcriber Kay Woodhouse 


North Petherwyn 


NORTH PETHERWYN, in the hundred of Black Torrington and in the deanery of Trigg Major (being within the 
archdeaconry of Comwall), lies surrounded by Cornwall on the west side of the Tamar, about five miles from 
Launceston. Holscot, Brassacot, and Maxworthy, are villages in this parish 


This parish lies within the manor of Werrington, belonging to the Duke of Northumberland. The barton of North 
Petherwin belonged to the Yeos, who resided there for many generations. The heiress of Leonard Yeo, Esq., who died 
in 1741, brought this estate to the family of Herring. Itis now the property and residence of Dennis Kingdon, Esq., major 
of the 80th regiment of foot, who possesses it in right of his wife, only daughter and heir of Leonard Herring, Esq., who 
died in 1798. 


In the parish-church are memorials of the family of Yeo (in_9) ; and a tablet for Grace, wife of Arthur Secomb, of 
Widworthy, Gent., (daughter of Bligh of Carnadon,) 1619: his second wife was daughter of Pomeroy of Ingsdon, by one 
of the co-heiresses of Hengescott. The Duke of Bedford is patron of the vicarage, and impropriator of the great tithes 


Petherwin, North (St. Paternus) 


PETHERWIN, NORTH (St. Paternus), a parish, in the union of Launceston, hundred of Black Torrington, Lifton and N. 
divisions of Devon, 4% miles (N. W.) from Launceston; containing 1086 inhabitants. The living is a vicarage, valued in 
the king's books at £9. 10. 10.; net income, £135; patron, the Duke of Bedford; impropriators, the families of Reed, 
Hawke, and Veale. There is a good vicarage-house, with 150 acres of glebe land. The church is a spacious structure, 
of which the greater portion appears to have been built about the time of Edward Ill.; but some Norman details prove 
that the original church was of still more ancient construction. There are places of worship for Bible Christians, 
Methodists, and Wesleyans. 


North Petherwin, Cornwall 
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Lawhitton 


LAWHITTON, in the deanery and in the north division of the hundred of East, lies about two miles south-east of 
Launceston, which is the post-office town; eight miles north of Callington; and about ten miles from Tavistock in 
Devonshire. There was formerly a market at Lawhitton, on Wednesday, granted in 1312 to the Bishop of Exeter, 
together with a fair at the festival of St. Michael (fn_1) ; both long ago discontinued. The principal villages in this parish, 
exclusively of the church-town, are Carsantec, Luccombe, and Tregeda 


The manor of Lawhitton was given by Edward the Elder, about the year 905, to the Bishops of Crediton: on the union of 
the fees, it became annexed, as it has ever since continued, to the bishopric of Exeter, under which it is held on a lease 
for lives. The lease was for many generations in the family of Bennet, and when the crown lands were put up to sale 
during the usurpation, the lessee, who was a colonel in the parliamentary army, purchased the fee. At the Restoration 
the Bennets reverted to their former situation, as lessees. In Bishop Lavington’s time, the lease having expired through 
neglect, the Bishop put in the life of his only daughter, afterwards married to the late Rev. Nutcombe Nutcombe, 
chancellor of the church of Exeter. The Bennet family had a seat in this parish, called Hexworthy, with a considerable 
freehold estate: this is now the property and residence of Edmund Prideaux, Esq., a relation of the Bennets by marriage 
(in_2) . There is another manor in this parish, belonging to the see of Exeter, called Sheers-Barton. According to the 
custom of this manor, lands are granted for three lives without widowhood; in the manor of Lawhitton, the leases are 
with widowhood. 


In the parish-church is a memorial for Richard Bennet, "Counsellor at Law," 1619, and a monument of artificial stone in 
memory of Richard Coffin, the last heir-male of the Bennet family, who died in 1786: he took the name of Coffin from 
his mother, who was heiress of the Coffins of Portiege. The rectory of Lawhitton is in the patronage of the Bishop of 
Exeter. 








Lawhitton (St. Michael) 


LAWHITTON (St. Michael), a parish, in the union and parliamentary borough of Launceston, N. division of the hundred 
of East, E. division of Cornwall, 2% miles (S. E. by E.) from Launceston; containing 487 inhabitants. This place was 
anciently the occasional residence of the bishops of Exeter, one of whom obtained for the inhabitants a weekly market 
and a fair, which are now discontinued. The living is a rectory, valued in the king's books at £19. 6. 8., and in the gift of 
the Bishop: the tithes have been commuted for £360, and the glebe comprises 90 acres, with a house. 


Fowey 


FOWEY, in the hundred and deanery of Pyder, is a considerable borough, corporate and market town on the south 
coast; 24 miles from Plymouth dock, 31 from Falmouth, and 244 from London 


The market was granted to the prior of Tywardreth, in the year 1316, to be held on Monday, together with two fairs, one 
for three days, at the festival of St. Barre, and the other for the same duration at the festival of St. Lucy. The market is 
now held on Saturday for butchers’ meat and other provisions: the present fairs are Shrove Tuesday, the ‘st of May, 
and the 10th of September. 


The town of Fowey was incorporated by King James Il; a second charter was granted by King William and Queen Mary 
in 1690. The corporation consists of a mayor, recorder, eight aldermen, and a town-clerk. Fowey has sent members to 
parliament ever since the 13th year of Queen Elizabeth. The right of election is vested in the householders paying scot 
and lot, and the tenants of the duchy manor who are capable of being portreeves of the borough; the number of voters 
being about 200. It was determined by a committee of the House of Commons in the year 1792, that the persons 
entitled to elect the portreeve of the borough of Fowey were those who were capable of holding that office; namely, 
such prince's tenants only as had been duly admitted on the court-rolls of the manor of the said borough, and had done 
their fealty, whose lands, being freehold, were anciently and continued to be held immediately of the duchy of Cornwall, 
as parcel of the manor of the said borough, and whose ttle to such lands had been presented at a court-baron by a 
sworn homage or jury of the said manor. 


"The glorie of Fowey," says Leland, "rose by the warres in King Edwarde the First (fn_20) and the Thirde, and Henry 
the V. day, partely by feates of warre, partely by pyracie, and so waxing riche felle al to marchaundize: so that the 
towne was hauntid with shippes of diverse nations, and their shippes went to al nations." As a proof of the importance 
of the port of Fowey, we find from "the roll of the huge fleete of Edward the Third before Calice," printed in the first 
volume of Hakluyt's voyages (fn. 21), that it contributed 47 ships, being a greater number than came from any other 
port in England, and 770 mariners, being more than were furnished by any port except Yarmouth. Carew, speaking of 
the prosperous state of Fowey in his time, says—"l may not passe in silence the commendable deserts of Master 
Rashleigh the elder, descended from a younger brother of an ancient house in Devon, for his industrious judgment and 
adventuring in trade of marchandise first opened a lighte and way to the townsmens newe thriving, and left his sone 
large wealth and possessions, who, together with daily bettering his estate, converteth the same to hospitality and other 
actions besitting a gentleman well affected to his God, Prince, and country.” These were the immediate ancestors of 
William Rashleigh, Esq.. of Menabilly, one of the present representatives of the borough. 





Fowey harbour is esteemed the best outlet to the westward of any in the west of England; is safe at all times; has 
excellent anchorage, and vessels may enter at the lowest tide drawing three fathoms water, and go into deeper water 
above. The shores are bold and free from danger: ships in distress may run in with perfect safety without cable or 
anchor. (in_ 22) There is still a considerable pilchardfishery at Fowey; but the port, though formerly so thriving, is now 
almost bereft of trade, being frequented only by a few timber and coal ships, two or three London traders, and some 
small country barges. The annexed bird's-eye view of the harbour, &c. taken in the time of King Henry VIll., is copied 
from the drawing in the British Museum, before-mentioned under Falmouth 


Norden speaks of Fowey as a "pretie market towne, fortefied and fenced in some measure, and guarded with some 
ordnance; and the haven's mouth defended with block-houses on both sides, in the time and at the command of 
Edward IV." The ruins of these block-houses still remain. (fn_23) The fort of St. Catherine, built for the protection of the 
harbour in the reign of Henry VIII. (fn_24) , is still in use, and mounts four guns; and there are two small forts of more 
modern erection between it and the town, and in the whole ten guns. 


Carew tells us that part of the town of Fowey was burned by the French in 1457. (fn_25) Leland speaks of this as the 
last of several attacks. "The Frenchmen," says he, “divers times assailed this town, and last, most notably, about Henry 
the VI. time, when the wife of Thomas Treury the 2, with her men, repelled the French out of her house in her 
housebandes absence.” During the civil wars in the seventeenth century, Fowey was originally a garrison of the King's 
In 1644 the town and harbour were taken possession of by the Earl of Essex, with several ships, and seventeen pieces 
of ordnance (fn. 26) . That General's army was quartered principally at Fowey, when they capitulated to the King in the 
beginning of September 1644. (in_27) Essex had previously made his escape from Fowey by water. The garrison and 
haven of Fowey continued in the King’s hands tll the month of March 1646, when it was delivered up with thirteen 
pieces of ordnance to Sir Thomas Fairfax (fn. 28) . The Dutch Admiral De Ruyter made an unsuccessful attempt on 
Fowey harbour in 1667. (in. 29) 


The manor of Fowey was held, at the time of the Domesday survey, under the Earl of Moreton, by Richard, ancestor of 
the Fitz-Richards and Fitzwilliams's (fn_30) , whose heiress married Robert de Cardinham. This Robert, in the reign of 
Richard |, gave the church of Fowey and certain lands which formed a manor to the prior and convent of Tywardreth, 
who claimed manerial rights in Fowey under this grant in the reign of Edward |. (in_31) This manor, not long after the 
dissolution of religious houses, was annexed to the duchy of Cornwall. It was purchased under the powers of the land- 
tax redemption act in 1798, by the late Philip Rashleigh, Esq., and is now the property of his nephew William Rashleigh, 
Esq, MP. 





The manor of Fowey, which appears to have been retained by Robert de Cardinham, passed from his representatives, 
either by marriage or purchase, to the family of Boniface of Pyworthy in Devonshire, whose heiress married Thomas 
Treffry, Esq., of Treffry, in Lanhidrock, either grandfather or great-grandfather of Sir John Treffry, who distinguished 
himself at the battle of Cressy (in_32) . After this match the Treffrys removed their residence to Fowey. Their venerable 
mansion called Place House, still remaining, and the seat of their representative, is said to have been successfully 
defended in the year 1457 against some French invaders, by the Lady of Thomas Treffry, grandson of Thomas above- 
mentioned: "wherapon," says Leland, "Thomas Treury builded a right fair and stronge embatelid towr in his house: and 
embateling al the waulles of the house, in a manner made it a castelle, and onto this day itis the glorie of the town 
building in Faweye." Itis probable that this is what was meant by William of Worcester, who, in his itinerary of Cornwall, 
written in the reign of Edward IV., speaks of a tower at Fowey, which he calls Treuery Stowe. Carew calls Place "the 
faire and ancient house of Mr. William Treffry, castlewife builded and sufficiently flanked:" Norden adds, that it had in it 
"a portion of artillerye." St. John Treffry was attainted by Richard lll, but restored to his estates by his successful 
competitor for the crown ({n__33) . His descendant, John Treffry, Esq., who died in 1730, left his estates from his sister's 
son, John Trefusis, to his cousin Thomas Treffry of Rooke, in the parish of St. Kew, who having no issue, settled it upon 
his nephew William Toller, on condition of his taking the name of Treffry. The manor above-described, known by the 
name of the Burgagemanor of Fawe, and that of Langurthowe alias Langourd, in Fowey, which had always been a part 
of the Treffry estate, passed to the late Thomas Dormer, Esq., and Joseph Thomas Austen, Esq., in right of their wives, 
who were daughters of Thomas Treffry, Esq., and grandaughters of William Toller above-mentioned. They are now (the 
moiety belonging to Dormer having been purchased in 1808) the sole property of Joseph Thomas Austen, Esq., son of 
Mr. Austen abovementioned 


‘The manor and barton of Trenant, inherited by Robert de Cardinham from the Fitz-Richards, and by him given to the 
priory of Tywardreth, belonged, soon after the dissolution, to the family of Fraylly: it was afterwards in a younger branch 
of the Rashleigh family, who had a seat at Coom within this manor. The manor of Trenant was sold to the Rashleighs of 
Menabilly in 1698, and is now the property of William Rashleigh, Esq. M.P. Mr. Rashleigh is also owner of the barton, 
which had been some time in the Treffry family, and was purchased of them, in the year 1809, by the late Mr. Rashleigh 
of Menabilly. 





The parish-church was rebuilt in 1336, and dedicated to St. Nicholas (fn 34) . The original patron-saint was St. Barre, 
supposed to have been St. Barrus or Fimbarrus, the first Bishop of Cork, who, according to William of Worcester, was 
buried at Fowey. The church was again rebuilt or much altered, and its present handsome tower erected, about the 
year 1466. In this church is the gravestone, with engraved effigies, of Sir John Treffry, who died 16 Henry VIl., and the 
monument of John Rashleigh, Esq. 1580, Jonathan Rashleigh, Esq., of Menabilly, 1675, and several others belonging 
to those families; William Rashleigh, Esq., and the Rev. John Pomeroy, vicar of Bodmin, are joint impropriators of the 
great tithes, which belonged to the priory of Tywardreth. Mr. Austen is patron of the vicarage. In the time of Walter 
Stapledon, Bishop of Exeter, the vicarage was endowed with a dwelling-house, and the sanctuary and altarage of the 
Parishchurch, the tithes of all water-mills, and the tithe of hay and curtilages; reserving to the priory the tithe of fish, of 
two wind-mills, and the small tithes of the manor of Trenant. The tithe of fish appears to have been held on lease by the 
vicars under the priory. There was formerly a chapel in this town dedicated to St. Catherine, which, in 1464, was leased 
with all its oblations and other profits to John Williams, vicar of Fowey. St. Catherine's chapel, which existed in Leland's 
time, gave name to St. Catherine's hill and bay. 


In the reign of Charles |., Philip Rashleigh, Esq. built an alms-house for eight poor widows, and endowed it with the 
great tithes of the parish of St Wenn. The original weekly allowance to the pensioners was 1s. 3d. each, with 11, 3s. at 
Christmas, for clothes, &c. The weekly allowance was increased a few years ago to 2s. 9d. each. The widows are 
prohibited from begging, or receiving any other stipend. 


Mr. Shadrach Vincent, by his will bearing date 1700, founded a school at Fowey for 30 children of voters, and endowed 
it with the sum of 5001., to be laid out in the purchase of lands. (in_35) This was formerly a grammar-school, but is now 
kept up only as a school for teaching English, writing, &c.: the master has a salary of 301. per annum., paid out of the 
rent of the lands. 
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Of Place-house, the ancient seat of the Treffry family, in the town of Fowey, a considerable part still remains, though 
the "right fair and strong embattled tower,” mentioned by Leland, and which appears from a drawing in Dr. Borlase's 
manuscript collections, to have been standing in the year 1752, does not now exist. Leland says that Thomas Trefiry, 
“embateling all the waulls of the house, in a manner made it a castelle, and unto this day (temp. Henry Vill, itis the 
glorie of the town building in Fowey.” A pretty good idea may be formed of what this house was in the time of King 
Henry VII, from the representation of the town of Fowey, in the chart of the southern coast above-noticed (fn. 1), 
where the tower noticed by Leland appears. 


On the south side a bow-window still remains, very richly oramented with Gothic tracery. The hall, which has a flat 
ceiling of oak, richly ornamented, appears, from a date under a coat of arms, to have been fitted up in the year 1575; 
long since which period, the greater part of this building has been much altered internally. 


‘A square embattled tower is all that remains of an ancient castellated mansion, in the parish of Breage, called 
Pengersick castle, which does not appear to be of higher antiquity than the reign of King Henry Vill., when it was the 
seat of the family of Militon. An upper apartment in this tower was ornamented with a great variety of paintings round 
the upper part of the oak wainscot, with proverbs and verses to illustrate them; these are at present much decayed. 
About the middle of the last century, when this building was visited by Dr. Borlase, they appear to have been pretty well 
preserved; and as they serve to shew the style of decoration then in use, we shalll insert in a note the Doctor's 
description of them from his manuscript collections above-mentioned. (fn_2) 


The following may serve as a specimen of the proverbs and verses. In the compartment where is represented the blind 
man with the lame on his back — 


"The one nedith of the other ys helpe." 


“The lame wyche lacketh for to goo Is borne upon the blinde is back, So mutually betwien theme twoo The one 
supplieth the others lack: The blinde to laime doth lend his might, The layme to blynde doth yeld his fight.” 





